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	Levenshulme Old Library
	In 2025-26, Levenshulme Old Library delivered a programme combining high-quality artistic work with accessible, free and low-cost activity. Our building was used by over 60,000 and played a key role in our neighbourhood’s civic and cultural life. We supported underrepresented communities through targeted programmes addressing isolation, early years development and health inequalities, while also enabling wider participation. Alongside community support and programme delivery, we have invested in improving our heritage building, including energy efficiency works that have significantly reduced carbon emissions.
	Contents
	4 - Introduction
	8 - Our Projects
	33 - Supporting Projects
	44 - The Building

	Levenshulme Old Library Introduction
	Levenshulme Old Library is a community arts space, housed in the former Levenshulme library on Cromwell Grove in Levenshulme, South Manchester.
	The building was built in 1904 by Andrew Carnegie, a famous philanthropist, to bring knowledge and opportunity to the people of Levenshulme by funding a free public library. In 2016, following the creation of Arcadia, a new public library and leisure centre nearby, Levenshulme Old Library CIO was formed with a mission to create artistic activities and opportunities within our beautiful heritage building.
	There are three broad strands to our work:
	Culture
	Creativity
	Community
	Our vision for Levenshulme Old Library:
	Our vision for our building is a vibrant arts and culture focused community facility. We committed to working towards the development of Levenshulme Old Library as:
	A lively space, used to its full capacity
	Home to a diverse range of artforms
	Supported by an active team of volunteers
	A space for community-led and instigated activity
	Welcoming to the whole community with a diverse audience
	A flexible building which can be used in many ways
	Well maintained and equipped
	A place which has a positive impact on the health and wellbeing of the local community.

	Our strategic objectives over the 2022-2026 period are:
	To grow our income to ensure the sustainability of Levenshulme Old Library as a  community asset
	To widen and diversify our audiences, creating positive impacts on community wellbeing
	To develop an active community of co-producers, volunteers and participants around  Levenshulme Old Library
	To progress the asset transfer of the library building from Manchester City Council, and  deliver our plans for internal improvements to the building.
	Levenshulme Old Library Our Projects
	The following are our core projects, the activities which Levenshulme Old Library has designed, funded and delivered. Our aim with each of these is to ensure those three strands of our work converge within our building.

	The LOL Art Clubs
	The LOL Art Clubs
	Each week we run a free and informal art class for our community. These run in a cycle encompassing four different strands:
	Collage Club
	Stitch Club
	Zine Club
	Writing Club
	Designed to be accessible and low-pressure, the Art Clubs provide a space where people can engage with creativity regardless of experience, with no expectation of prior skills or commitment. The sessions are all free to attend, ensuring that cost is not a barrier to participation.
	Our Art Club programme plays a huge role in supporting the wellbeing and social connection of our community. Sessions are routinely at capacity and participants consistently describe the sessions as welcoming and inclusive.

	“being able to attend for free made a huge difference...”
	“genuinely priceless and a real social lifeline...”
	We were pleased to welcome a whopping


	537
	to Art Club this year.
	Stitch Club
	Collage Club
	Zine Club
	Writing Club



	Kahaaniya
	Kahaaniya
	Kahaaniya one of the stand-out successes of our programming. This is a free weekly storytelling and play session for South Asian mothers and carers with young children, designed to reduce isolation and support early years development. Delivered in a welcoming, culturally familiar environment, the sessions centre Urdu-language storytelling alongside songs and creative play, helping families who are often not accessing other provision to feel comfortable and included.

	Supported by the National Literacy Trust, the programme was developed to support to imagination and early literacy, while also building parents’ confidence in storytelling and play. It also creates space for social connection, with many participants reporting their attendance as their first-ever community activity in the neighbourhood.
	Evaluation shows that 100% of participants left sessions feeling more positive and 88% said they would return for further activities at LOL, with the project acting as a gateway into wider engagement with the Old Library and the local community.
	88%
	participants said they would return for further activities
	100%
	participants left the sessions feeling more positive


	You Are Here
	You Are Here
	You Are Here was a major place-based storytelling project that commissioned writers to create original short fiction rooted in a number of green spaces in Levenshulme. Blending literature, sound and landscape, the project transformed everyday locations into sites of cultural encounter, with stories experienced in situ via QR codes installed in the parks.

	You Are Here centred on Levenshulme’s parks and green spaces. We brought together five commissioned writers - Valerie O’Riordan, Marie Crook, Dipika Mummery, Verity Platt and Hette Phillips - commissioning each to create an original work of short fiction set in and inspired by a different local green space in the area. We provided each writer with a field recording of the space, a pack of historic photographs and local history and audio interviews with locals who are familiar with the parks.
	The project was designed with a dual focus on creative development and audience engagement. Three of the writers were professional writers, selected for their connectio to the neighbourhood. The remaining two were local emerging writers who received a structured mentorship process, ensuring their finished story was as strong as it could be but with a view to supporting them with their wider professional practice.
	A professional studio recording of each story was created with their respective authors with the support of ALLFM.  These were released as a podcast series and made accessible in situ via QR codes installed in the parks themselves, allowing listeners to encounter the work while physically present in the locations that inspired it.
	Alongside the core stories, the project included additional “portrait” episodes, repurposing the interviews with those people who use the parks, broadening the project beyond fiction and creating a layered, community-driven representation of these spaces, alongside “soundscape” episodes which featured sound pieces created entirely from field recordings of each park. The project reached over 1000 listeners within its first two months , with 89% of audiences reporting that it changed how they experienced or understood their local area. Evaluation also showed that 100% of participating writers felt positively about a meaningful creative opportunity in their neighbourhood.
	Alongside the commissions, the project created opportunities for wider participation through a programme of outdoor writing workshops led by the commissioned writers. These included sessions at Cringle Park (with a focus on writing about place), the Fallowfield Loop (exploring writing and cycling) and Chapel Street Park (nature writing), connecting creative practice directly to the environments that inspired the work.
	In the autumn the project was ‘closed’ through A Sense of Place, a live event at Levenshulme Old Library where all five writers were invited to perform their stories in full. The event sold out, demonstrating strong local appetite for this kind of culturally rooted programme.
	The success of this project led us to commissioning Secret Lake Stories, an immersive audio project exploring one of Levenshulme’s hidden and overlooked spaces through sound-led storytelling. Bringing together local voices, field recordings and sound design, the project creates atmospheric audio pieces that evokes a sense of place and memory. Secret Lake Stories was presented live as a binaural experience at our A Sense of Place event at Levenshulme Old Library.
	Enter the Mulberry Tree and Fly Free
	Enter the Mulberry Tree and Fly Free saw Levenshulme Old Library bring an internationally significant exhibition of Palestinian comic art to our community, presenting work by twelve artists whose comics explore identity, geopolitics and everyday life in Palestine.
	Curated by George Khoury and shown as part of Manchester  Festival of Libraries, the exhibition created an opportunity for l ocal audiences to encounter powerful contemporary work that is rarely seen in neighbourhood community settings.
	Alongside the exhibition, LOL delivered a programme of public events that extended its themes and create space for reflection and creative engagement. These included Honouring Resistance: Art, a participatory workshop led by Nasima Bee exploring how Palestinian art responds to occupation and struggles for liberation, and Keep Telling of Gaza, a live literature event developed with Manchester City of Literature and the Northern School of Writing.
	Arrivals
	Arrivals is a podcast project capturing and sharing the lived experiences of migrants who moved to Manchester from another country, using oral history to explore themes of migration, identity and belonging.
	Developed through recorded interviews with local residents, the project brings together personal narratives that reflect the diversity of the community in Levenshulme and Manchester and the different journeys that have shaped it.
	the aim was to combine community storytelling with a high-quality artistic approach. An oral history specialist was commissioned to lead and shape the interviews, ensuring that participants were supported to share their experiences in a structured and sensitive way. The recordings were then developed into a series of professionally produced podcast episodes, with a sound artist responsible for editing and production, and an original score created by a composer, resulting in a cohesive and carefully crafted listening experience.
	Alongside the recordings, Arrivals was embedded within a wider programme of community engagement, including This Must Be the Place, a public launch event at Levenshulme Old Library which brought together participants, audiences and partners in a shared, welcoming space. The project has helped to strengthen relationships with local communities and partners, while also demonstrating the potential of podcasting as a tool for both artistic production and community storytelling.
	Ghosts at the Old Library
	Ghosts at the Old Library is a flagship annual project, commissioning and presenting new ghost stories rooted in Levenshulme. In 2025, in the absence of project funding, we delivered a more focused iteration that retained the core artistic principles of the programme while working at a smaller scale.
	This included a live event featuring high profile writers Andrew Michael Hurley, Jenn Ashworth and David Hartley along with Marie Crook, a local writer who we developed via an Emerging Writer programme. The event sold outdemonstrating continued audience demand for high-quality literary activity connected to place.
	Alongside this, we commissioned David Hartley to create a new original ghost story, Items, inspired by Levenshulme.
	The story was professionally recorded at Levenshulme Old Library and released as a podcast, as well as broadcast on ALLFM, ensuring that the work reached audiences beyond the live event and continued the project’s commitment to developing new writing for both in-person and digital platforms.
	This adapted version of Ghosts at the Old Library demonstrates the resilience of the programme and its ability to deliver meaningful artistic outcomes even at a reduced scale, while maintaining its focus on commissioning, performance and place-based storytelling.
	Ghosts at the Old Library was shortlisted for the 2025 Manchester Culture Awards.
	Active Wellness
	We work with Alma Park primary school to deliver inclusive fitness and wellbeing sessions for parents and carers from South Asian backgrounds.  Levenshulme has a large South Asian community who experience a number of health inequalities and poor outcomes.
	These take the form of weekly exercise sessions led by a fitness facilitator trained in working with marginalised communities and trauma-informed practice.
	This is a project Levenshulme Old Library has co-created with Chapel Street Primary School and Alma Park Primary School. We designed the project, sourced the funding and are managing the reporting.

	MakeSpace
	MakeSpace was a series of free, drop-in creative sessions for children and families which we ran over the summer, offering hands-on activities including crafts, making, gardening and play. Delivered as part of a school holidays programme, the sessions provided a consistent, accessible offer for families, with a strong level of repeat participation.
	Designed as an informal entry point, MakeSpace encouraged creativity and imagination while allowing families to take part together without barriers or the need to book. The sessions also supported audience development, with many participants new to Levenshulme Old Library and using MakeSpace as a first point of engagement with the building.

	Secret Lake Stories
	Secret Lake Stories is an immersive audio work created by composer and sound designer Emily Zurowski, exploring one of Levenshulme’s most distinctive and hidden landscapes. Developed through interviews, field recordings and detailed sound design, the piece brings together the voices of local walkers, swimmers and others connected to the site, creating an intimate portrait of the Secret Lake in Levenshulme.
	Presented as a immersive listening experience, the work uses spatial audio to place listeners within the environment, offering a deeply atmospheric encounter with place. The piece was shared both as a digital work and as part of an in-person listening experience within the building.

	Lost Levenshulme
	We published issue two of Lost Levenshulme, our annual publication exploring the overlooked histories of the neighbourhood. The issue combined a number of history pieces alongside  personal essays, a photo essay and a piece of short fiction. The entire publication is created by Levenshulme Old Library’s volunteers. The zine had a print run of 100 copies and was made available locally through retailers in Levenshulme.
	The publication was launched as part of our sell-out A Sense of Place event at Levenshulme Old Library which brought together contributors and audiences through readings and performance.

	Levenshulme Old Library Supporting Projects
	As well as running our own projects, we also partner with organisations and individuals to create activities and opportunities within Levenshulme. This can involve anything from providing them with a free or subsidised hire of our space, through to helping with funding applications and developing projects in collaboration. The following are some of the large number of projects we’ve supported over the past 12 months. We are grateful to the National Lottery Community Fund for their support, allowing us to offer community groups reduced hire rates, ensuring their offer is accessible and their operations affordable.
	ALLFM Community Radio
	ALLFM, Manchester’s longest-running community radio station, is based at Levenshulme Old Library and plays a central role in the building’s activity. We support ALLFM via an ongoing working relationship that enables both organisations to extend their reach within the community.
	The station provides a platform for local voices, broadcasting a wide range of programmes to a regular audience of over 14,000 listeners, while also contributing to LOL’s creative output through collaborations on projects including podcast production and artist development.

	MCR Library of Things & Levenshulme Repair Café
	Levenshulme Old Library is home to Manchester Library of Things, a community-led initiative where residents can borrow items - anything from cake tins to a pressure washer.
	Once a month we also host Levenshulme Repair Café, where locals can bring their broken, faulty or damaged items and have them repaired by a team of volunteers (the same team behind MCR LoT) for free.
	We support these initiatives by providing free and subsidised venue hire and working together on funding applications.

	Levy Little Theatre
	We work with Levy Little Theatre CIC, a local community arts organisation based to encourage creativity across all ages via acting courses and workshops taught by industry professionals. We host five separate weekly classes aimed at toddlers, children, young people and adults which are designed to provide residents with a supportive environment to express themselves and learn skills in performance and give you. We support them by providing a subsidised hire fee and continuing to develop our main space for their reshearsals and performances. We are grateful to the Manchester Guardian Society for their support.

	Levenshulme Community Choir
	Levenshulme Old Library is home to Levenshulme Community Choir who run regular sessions, providing an accessible space for people to come together through music and shared creative activity. We support this work through subsidised venue hire, helping to keep participation affordable and ensure the group can continue to operate locally.
	We are grateful to the D'Oyly Carte Charitable Trust or supporting this work by contributing towards the cost of hire and enabling the choir to sustain and grow its activity.

	Growing Together Levenshulme
	Growing Together Levenshulme is a community-led project supporting asylum seekers and refugees through gardening and peer support.
	We supported Growing Together by hosting their public exhibition at Levenshulme Old Library free of charge, providing a platform to share participants’ work with a wider audience. We also hosted a Christmas event for participants, creating an opportunity for celebration and social connection within the building.

	Blether
	Blether is an artist-led collective which delivers a programme of performance events at Levenshulme Old Library. Bringing together artists, writers, musicians and audiences, Blether creates an informal, inclusive space centred on creativity, play and collective storytelling. Their events combine elements of cabaret, poetry and performance and encourage participation and collaboration.
	We supported Blether by hosting five of their main events over the year at our reduced community rate, providing a consistent and affordable base for their programme and enabling them to build and sustain an audience locally.

	BBC Any Questions?
	Levenshulme Old Library was selected as a host venue for the BBC’s Any Questions this year, bringing a nationally broadcast programme into the building. The event brought together a live audience alongside a panel of high-profile speakers, placing the Old Library at the centre of a national conversation and demonstrating its capacity to host complex, high-profile events.
	Hosting the BBC for a national broadcast reflects the growing recognition of Levenshulme Old Library as a trusted civic space, capable of supporting nationally significant programming.

	Roma Community Support
	Each month Levenshulme Old Library acts as a drop-in centre for the local Roma community. Anyone can come into the building to get advice, support or advocacy from a bilingual caseworker. These sessions are managed by Europia, a charity which support East Europeans in Manchester, who we support with subsidised hire of the building.
	We also supported their participants by delivering a pilot programme of artistic workshops and events which will be used to inform a key programme at Levenshulme Old Library in 2026.
	And Many More...
	Alongside our core programme, we supported a high volume of community-led activity through subsidised venue hire, offering reduced rates to ensure the building remains accessible to local groups. Over the reporting period, we hosted 108 community hires at discounted rates, enabling a wide range of organisations, artists and residents to deliver their own activity within the space. This approach helps remove financial barriers while ensuring the building is in regular, active use, supporting everything from creative projects and workshops to social and support groups. By balancing affordability with sustainability, our subsidised hire model plays a key role in strengthening local networks and enabling grassroots activity to thrive.
	community groups supported
	Over

	1,100
	hours of subsidised  commnuity activity



	108
	community hires

	Levenshulme Old Library Building Development
	As a historic building dating back to 1904, Levenshulme Old Library requires ongoing investment to ensure it remains usable, welcoming and sustainable as a community space.
	Over the past year, we have undertaken a series of targeted improvements to address long-standing challenges associated with an older building, including draught-proofing, improved insulation and the installation of new, energy-efficient lighting throughout the space. Alongside this, we have upgraded our technical infrastructure with dedicated stage lighting and a new PA system, significantly improving the quality and range of activity we are able to host, and installed a new fire safety system throughout the building.
	These works represent an important step in making the building more comfortable, flexible and fit for purpose, both for everyday use and for live events and performances. They also form part of a longer-term approach to caring for the building as a community asset, ensuring it can continue to serve local residents for years to come.
	This work has been made possible through the support of Manchester City Council and The National Lottery Community Fund, whose investment has enabled us to begin addressing key infrastructure challenges while strengthening the building’s role as a sustainable, community-led space.
	As a result of these improvements, we have recorded a 50% reduction in carbon output over the year, demonstrating the impact of targeted investment in energy efficiency within a heritage setting.

	50%
	cut in carbon emissions

	Alongside our internal improvements, we began development work on the outdoor space surrounding the building, transforming what was previously an underused and overgrown area into a functional green space for the community. Initial stages have included clearing the site, installing accessible seating, and
	introducing planting to create a more welcoming and usable environment. But this development is more than aesthetics: the aim is to create a  space for outdoor activity including community-led sessions and informal social interaction,, while also contributing to improved wellbeing and environmental quality in a densely built-up area. We are grateful to the TRU Community Fund and Bupa Green Spaces for their support, as well as the dozens of volunteers who have helped.
	2025-26 in Numbers
	Over 3,400 podcast listeners
	50%
	cut in carbon emissions
	Facebook interactions up 98%  Newsletter audience up  60% Instagram reach up 35%

	Over 60,000 visits to the building

	1,100
	hours of community activity supported
	local community groups supported
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