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We commissioned six writers to create new ghost stories, each of which featured a local household.
These were edited to a professional standard, performed at a series of live reading events, published

individually as Christmas card-sized booklets, recorded as professional podcasts and broadcast on
ALLFM and North Manchester FM.



The Writers

The following writers were commissioned:
Abi Hynes

An award-winning drama and fiction writer from Manchester, Abi’s debut
short story collection, Monstrous Longing, was published by Dahlia Books
in October 2023 and was shortlisted for the 2024 Edge Hill Prize. Her
adaptation of Anne of Green Gables for Audible Canada, which stars
Catherine O’Hara and Sandra Oh, was published in 2024.

Reshma Ruia

An award-winning author and poet, Reshma’s novels and poetry
collections include Something Black in the Lentil Soup, Mrs Pinto
Drives to Happiness and Still Lives.

David Gaffney

David is known for his acclaimed works such as Sawn-Off Tales,
Aromabingo and Never Never, with The Guardian praising his concise
storytelling as ‘more worthwhile than novels by a good many others..




Sophie Parkes

A novelist, short fiction writer and music journalist. Sophie’s novel Out of
Human Sight was shortlisted for the 2021 NorthBound Book Award. Her
other books includeWayward Daughter (2012) and From Light to Dark
(2016).

Fia Harrington

Fia is a local emerging writer who received a mentorship programme via
this project.

Lucy Edmiston

Lucy is a local emerging writer who received a mentorship programme via
this project.

Emerging Writers

A key part of the project saw us recruit two Emerging Writers from the local community: Fia Harrington
and Lucy Edmiston. We took open submissions of writing samples, along with a personal statement from
each writer, which were assessed for their potential, with a weighting given a number of factors such as
whether the applicant was from an underrepresented background and if they were based in the local
area. These were read ‘blind’ in order to mitigate for any unconscious bias. Historically, these have
received vast numbers of applicants and assessing their applications has presented a strain on the
project’s capacity. This year we ensured the advertising of the Emerging Writer opportunity was kept to
the local area as much as possible. Nonetheless, we received over 100 entries, many of which were



excellent but all but two of whom were rejected. However, this has suggested a strong appetite for both
mentorship opportunities and projects which touch on themes of the uncanny. Therefore we have
launched a pair of projects: You Are Here, a fiction project which again allows us to support two
emerging writers in the area with a mentorship programme, and Weird Women, a programme of
workshops for International Women’s Day themed around the strange and the uncanny, all of which have
sold out.

Both Emerging Writers were then provided with a dedicated one-on-one mentoring programme led by
award-winning editor Richard V. Hirst. These sessions were focused on ensuring their story for the
project was of a high quality and that they were prepared for the performance aspect of the project, but
with an emphasis on them gaining valuable insight into how to strengthen their writing more widely and
how to build a career in the creative writing industry. Otherwise, once they were confirmed as part of the
project, they were treated in the same way as the other writers involved: at no point were they
‘announced’ as the Emerging Writers, either to the public or the other authors involved. Allowing them to
share parity with their more experienced peers was designed as part of the project in order to give the
Emerging Writers both a valuable experience and a validating confidence boost. Fia had previously
published two short stories via a digital platform and had not previously performed her work, and Lucy
had no publishing or performance experience.

The remaining writers were selected by the Project Manager based on the strength of their writing, their
professional profile and how their writing aligned with the wider project.

The Stories

Previously, Ghosts at the Old Library has commissioned writers to respond to recognisable public
landmarks in the area: the ancient Nico Ditch, the Fallowfield Loop footpath and the Old Library building
itself. This year we took the theme of ‘household’ as our starting point: each of the stories for this
project were created by the author with input from a different local household. We put a call out for
residents to engage with the project, explained the process which would take place and scheduled
meetings with the authors in their homes. There a conversation was guided by the project manager
around what the residents though of their ‘household’, as a bricks and mortar structure, a setting for
their family life and as a unit of the community they belong to. These conversations all yielded stories
and digressions, all of which then fed into the authors’ completed stories:

Abi Hynes: Instructions from the Other House - spoke to a married couple in a house Park Avenue
Reshma Ruia: The Letter Box on Cromwell Grove - spoke to a family of three in a house on
Cromwell Grove

David Gaffney: Trespassers - spoke to a single parent in a house on Danforth Grove

Sophie Parkes: Spirit Level - spoke with a resident in a house on Elton Avenue

Fia Harrington: The Lamb - spoke to a single resident in a flat on Field Bank Grove

Lucy Edmiston: The Woman in the Park - spoke to a family in a house on Barlow Road

The stories encompassed a range of styles, voices, and interpretations of the ghost story genre.
Additionally, each of the authors took a different approach to responding to their conversation with local
residents, with some including lots of detail from what they had heard and others using a lighter touch.

The Books



We published each of the stories individually as a Christmas-card sized booklet. For this we
commissioned Zoe MclLean, a local artist, to create a series of pen illustrations in response to each story
which were then used as covers. The six publications were collected into a presentation box which was
sold at our events, online and door-to-door in the neighbourhood by Levenshulme Old Library staff.

The Recordings

Ghosts at the
Old Library

Ghosts at the Old
Library

By Levenshulme Old Library

& Spotify

Each of the stories was also professionally recorded with the support of ALLFM. We commissioned
Jason Cooke. Jason has previously worked for Levenshulme Old Library providing tech support but is
also a local volunteer with our resident radio station ALLFM and producer at North Manchester FM, but
we have worked with him on our previous Ghosts at the OId Library projects to record and produce



recordings of the authors reading their stories. Jason is also a musician and composer and we included
in his commission brief the composition of a musical theme tune for the recordings. Jason composed
the theme music and also created an individual piece of music for each story, creating a variation on his
theme across the recordings. One of the stories, ‘The Lamb’, also features musical themes, with
descriptions of voices harmonising and echoing. Jason responded to these with the recording’s
productions, creating a rich, immersive listening experience.

Prior to the launch of Ghosts at the Old Library, we have commissioned the project manager to create
Lost Levenshulme, a publication with a focus on overlooked or unseen heritage in the area. This proved
to be very popular with local residents, with 300 copies sold purchased within the space of a month. The
publication featured a piece of short fiction commissioned from Ella Sprakarn, one of the authors who
had been unsuccessful in joining the project as an Emerging Writer but who showed significant promise.
This story was also a ghost story so, while recording the stories for Ghosts at the Old Library, we also
created a recording of Ella performing her story which was released as a special one off podcast in
advance of the Ghosts at the Old Library series being released.

All of the stories were broadcast on ALLFM over Christmas as a single two hour broadcast and
individually on North Manchester FM over the Christmas period, and were released on Spotify as
podcasts.

Listen now via Spotify. Reshma in the Studio
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The Performances

Over three evenings, we transformed the Old Library into an atmospheric venue for a series of intimate
ghost story performances. Lit only by lanterns, the events immersed audiences in the tales, each
brought to life by the writers themselves. On each event evening four of the authors were stationed in
different rooms of the building. Volunteers acted as guides, leading small groups through the unlit space
with lanterns, moving in a circuit from room to room, where they listened to each story in full. The result
was an event with a strong sense of occassion, blending storytelling with the mystery of our heritage
building itself. We also priced a quarter of each event’s tickets at £4 in order to engage audiences from
low income backgrounds.



The performances have become the most popular events in our programming cycle, with tickets for each
event selling out within a matter of hours and demand for additional tickets being high throughout the
run.

School Workshops

As part of the project, we also delivered five creative writing workshops in local schools, working with
KS2 pupils at two local schools, Chapel Street Primary School and Alma Park Primary School. These
workshops created in partnership with the schools themselves with their curriculum delivery informing
the structure of the workshops. These introduced children to the tradition of Christmas ghost stories,
offering a fun and engaging way to develop their storytelling skills while also supporting literacy
education.

Chapel Street and Alma Park are the two schools in the area which represent the diverse backgrounds
of local children, both having the highest instances of children eligible for free school meals and local
data showing that they have the highest instances of children from South Asian backgrounds. As such,
projects like this provide opportunities for creative expression and connection to storytelling traditions
which they might otherwise find themselves excluded from.

These stories are taking on a new life as part of Mini Spirits, a half-term exhibition at Levenshulme Old
Library, where the pupils’ stories will be displayed for the public. In addition to showcasing their work,
other young writers visiting the Old Library will be invited to contribute their own stories through a series
of free creative writing workshops we have commissioned our facilitator to lead, including one targeting



home educated children, a growing community in Levenshulme and the surrounding districts. This
evolving exhibition will continue Ghosts at the Old Library into March. Last year LOL had an annual
footfall of 61,256 visitors, so it is expected that an exhibition lasting one month would reach circa 5,105
people.

This aspect of the project has also played a key role in shaping our future work. We’re now developing
Levenshulme Writing Lab, a new initiative that will deliver regular free writing workshops for local
children. Through Ghosts at the Old Library, we’ve been able to engage directly with schools about their
needs and the support we can offer and gain a deeper understanding of the appetite and enthusiasm for
creative writing opportunities in the community. We’re excited to build on this work and look forward to
launching Levenshulme Writing Lab later this year.

The Outcomes

This project was designed to bring artistic experiences to the heart of the community, ensuring that
local residents could engage with creative work that was both fun and accessible while also intelligent
and high quality, while also being deeply connected to their own neighbourhood. By tailoring this project
to the area with the theme of ‘households’, we aimed to celebrate and reflect the unique character of
Levenshulme while allowing the project to continue fostering a sense of local pride. The project was also
meaningful for local creatives, providing the more established writers with a meaningful and interesting
paid commission in Levenshulme, wihile the emerging writers were provided with a platform for them to
develop and share their work within their own community. Through this dual focus - engaging our
community and supporting artists - we sought to strengthen Levenshulme’s creative ecosystem and
make the arts an integral part of the community’s annual celebrations.

6 writers given well-paid artistic opportunities

6 short stories produced

6 households engaged in the creative practice

2 Emerging Writers given mentoring, guidance and a strong artistic opportunity
1 producer and musician commissioned

2 local schools provided with free creative writing workshops
157 local children engaged in creative writing

150 children’s stories publicly exhibited in their neighbourhood
1 artist commissioned

3 live events staged

120 event attendees

48 individual performances

13 local volunteers engaged

600 individual booklets sold or given away

7 podcasts produced

113 minutes of readings made available via Spotify

547 podcast streams

44,000 broadcast listeners

Our reporting demonstrated that 100% of attendees reported that they would attend a Ghosts at the
Old Library event again in future and 100% of the creatives involved rated the project as ‘very
satisfying’

Some feedback from audiences:



e Lol is doing such a wonderful job engaging creatives with the local community - it's become a
really important organisation for championing and sustaining writers and producing innovative,
inclusive and exciting work

e [t was a fantastic event and | feel lucky to have attended. | can't wait until the next addition.

Some feedback from creatives:

e [t's a brilliant thing to be involved with. | loved getting the artists voices included in the theme
music this year... as a creative participant i think that the project has gone from strength to
strength. The fact it sold out really quickly shows there's a demand in the community too.

e | think it was a very original and creative way of drawing in the local community, fostering a sense
of the festive spirit and engaging a set of writers with their own unique voices. | was proud to be a
part of it.

e /’m so glad that the events were such a success and resonated with the local community. | very
much enjoyed the commission and the chance to perform in front of a receptive audience... | think
the OlId Library fulfils a vital role in Levenshulme.

e Such an incredible project with so many dimensions - | really enjoyed being part of it and it took
me into the world of ghost story writing proper for the first time...

The project was both useful and inspiring. It’s unique in itself and a great tradition to keep alive!
| was so overjoyed to be part of this project. Thank you for inviting me to participate. | have made
new friends, contacts and | have created work of which | am proud.

Regarding the two Emerging Writers involved in the project, we're really pleased that Fia Harrington has
been invited to join Manchester Uncanny Writers, a writing group which Levenshulme Old Library
supports aimed at professional and semi-professional authors who work in this field which shares
resources and networking opportunities and facilitates peer-led support on creative projects. This group
is very selective and ordinarily only invites authors with a strong history of publication, so it is a real
credit to Fia’s creative strengths that she has been invited. Lucy Edmiston is currently completing a
project which pairs some of her poetry with photography and which we will be supporting in the coming
months for an exhibition at Station South in Levenshulme.

The Future

For this iteration of Ghosts at the Old Library, we were pleased to see that many of the lessons from
previous years were applied effectively, ensuring a smooth delivery overall. Past challenges helped us
anticipate potential issues, and these were largely mitigated. The response to Ghosts at the Old Library,
from the community, the creatives involved and the wider public, has been overwhelmingly popular, and
it would be really positive if we were able to expand beyond three performances in future iterations of
the project, although this is logistically difficult in a much-used building.

Initially, the project had been intended to have more direct involvement with residents via the
performances, with their homes being used as the venue for readings. However, after a risk assessment
this proved unfeasible as so the decision was taken to use our own building as we have in the past.

One key lesson that emerged was the challenge of staff capacity at Levenshulme Old Library. Due to
staff illness, a key member of team being on maternity leave and another handing in their notice over the
Christmas period, the project leader found themselves taking on a larger-than-expected role, including
managing design work for print publications, recruiting volunteers, and overseeing the setup and
takedown for each of the events. As LOL’s projects and LOL itself as an organisation continue to grow in



scope and impact, it will be essential to address this issue of capacity. Moving forward, Levenshulme Old
Library will need to explore ways to increase staffing to ensure that projects are delivered with the
necessary resources and that our ability to engage with the community is not hindered by internal
limitations which risk staff burnout. This will be key to maintaining the high quality and professional
standards our work has set and expanding its reach even further.
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